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North Cornwall Township 

General Supervisor’s Meeting 

Minutes for March 2, 2010 
 
 
Call to Order: 
 

The March 2, 2010 meeting of the North Cornwall Township Board of Supervisors was called to order by Mr. 
Heister at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
In attendance were Ralph Heister, Chairman, Kip Kelly, Vice-chairman, Ammon Peiffer, Jr, member, Robin L. 
Getz, Township Manager, Jim Lillis, Solicitor, Rob Cronin, G. Edward Schweikert and Jim Caldwell. 
 
Per the Sign-in Sheet, Township residents in attendance were Walter Houtz, Bradley Kreider, Bryan Pelfrey, Dennis 
Binkley, Bob Gearhart, Wolf Weiss, Jennifer Eirich, James Eirich and Randy Ebersole  Also in attendance were 
Andrea Gillhooley, Richard Kreider, Bryan Smith, Larry Minnich, Kathy Minnich, Mike Swank, Stacey Morgan, 
Scott Martin, Tom Long, Public Works Director and Todd Hirsch, Chief, North Cornwall Township Police 
Department. 
 

Announcement of Personnel Sessions: 
 

Mr. Heister announced that sessions were held February 18, 2010 from 8:30PM to 9:15PM, February 24, 2010 from 
5:10PM to 5:50PM and March 2, 2010 from 4:50PM to 5:30PM.  He also informed those in attendance that there 
will be a slight modification to the agenda as printed. 
 

Public Comment: 
 
Karen Batra, Runnymede East Development – She provided to the Board a letter of support for Officer Wentling.  
She inquired if they had received it and added that she has worked with him over the past five years through the 
Crime Watch committee they developed and feels he creates a positive relationship with the people.  She was also in 
possession of a letter received from the Creekside Home Owners Association President, Alecia Case, also giving 
their support. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to close public comment.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
The Board recessed and entered into executive session to discuss a personnel issue at 7:18PM. 
 
The Board reconvened at 7:46PM.  Mr. Heister reported that he was going to move the personnel item listed under 
new business and deal with the matter now. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion, after considering the recommendation, to discharge Officer Jesse Wentling as a 
North Cornwall Township police officer pursuant to Section 812, Subsections 2 and 4  of the Police Tenure 
Act, 53 P.S. § 812(2) and (4).  Mr. Kelly seconded the motion. 

 
Mr. Heister asked if there was any discussion at this time. 

 
There is a motion and a second.  Vote was unanimous to discharge Officer Wentling from his employment 
as a North Cornwall Township police officer pursuant to Section 812, Subsections 2 and 4 of the Police 
Tenure Act 53 P.S. § 812(2) and (4).  The Township shall immediately notify Officer Wentling, in writing, 
of its action. 
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Citizen by Request: 

 
First Aid and Safety Patrol and Central Medical were both in attendance, by invitation, to provide information on 
Ambulance Service – Ms. Getz provided a brief overview of why both units were in attendance.  Chief Bryan 
Adams gave a brief presentation of the F.A.S.P. and what they are about.  The Board had several questions 
concerning response times and level of training.  There was discussion of how the call boxes are set up, level of 
response and who would be required to ride during each level.  Chief Adams gave to the Board a packet of 
information for their review.  Kathy Minnich apologized for not being prepared, however, she was only made aware 
of the meeting an hour before it started.  She provided information concerning C.M.T.  She confirmed that all of her 
EMT’s were certified in basic life support.  Discussion was held concerning response time and vehicle station 
locations as well as how ambulance membership will be handled.  The Board informed them that they would need to 
give the information some thought before going any further. 
 
Bryan Pelfrey was in attendance and stated to the Board that as the Fire Chief he has worked with both crews.  
Although he is not as familiar with CMT, from his position as Chief of the Neversink and a resident of the 
Township, for the most professional, well equipped and best trained responder, he would support FASP, hands 
down.  Mrs. Minnich invited him to their station so that he could review their operation, which just might change his 
opinion. 
 

Approval of Minutes: 
 

The minutes of the special meeting of February 18, 2010 were brought to the floor for discussion. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve the minutes of January 18, 2010.  Mr. Kelly seconded the motion.  
Vote was unanimous. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Mr. Heister gave the fund totals for bills to be paid at this meeting.  From the General fund $35,739.54, under 
$100.00 $427.41, fixed assets $2,492.73.  From Sewer Fund $40,110.01, under $100.00 $90.50.  From the Escrow 
Account $7,344.46, under $100.00 $5.50. From the State fund $14,445.12, under $100.00 $47.98.  Payroll 
$94,541.54.  General Fund receipts $96.146.30.  Sewer Fund receipts $54.710.70 

 
Mr. Heister gave the treasurer’s report at this time with the fund balances as of March 2, 2010 as follows: 
 
General Fund Total: $     93,857.62 
Liquid Fuels Total: $     45,620.78 
Sewer Fund Total: $   772,090.22 

 Escrow Account:  $     76,238.19 
Dairy Road Bridge: $       1,862.69 
Police Pension Total: $       3,346.77 
COPS Grant:  $       1,022.06 
Parks & Recreation: $     18,786.72 
Community Policing: $       2,996.75 
 
GRAND TOTAL: $1,015,821.80 
 

Mr. Kelly moved to accept the Treasurer’s report and to pay the bills as requested.  Mr. Peiffer seconded 
the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 

Mr. Heister stated he will meet with Ms. Getz concerning the finances, prior to the April meeting to get a better feel 
for exactly where we are. 
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Public Works Director: 
 
Tom Long reported on an item that was also contained under the Manager’s report.  He informed the Board that he 
had completed a storm costing for the most serious 48 continuous hours of the storm to submit to EMA.  Ms. Getz 
added that some Counties have already been included in the storm reimbursement list for reimbursement through 
FEMA.  She had information that Lebanon County was on the cusp for reimbursement and as such the County 
needed to accumulate the data to see if we would qualify as well.  Mr. Long’s cost sheet that was submitted is 
$17,471.98. 
 

Chief of Police: 
 
Chief Hirsch reported first that even though it is not on the Agenda this evening, that tonight the Board was faced 
with a difficult decision regarding the termination of a police officer from our department.  He wanted to take the 
opportunity to let the Board and the residents know, especially those residents that helped us by establishing Crime 
Watch groups, that our department believes strongly in and are committed to the concept of community oriented 
policing programs.  He wanted to reassure everyone that we do, in fact, plan to continue with our successful 
programs such as the annual Bike Derby and National Night Out events, and we will continue to work with our 
established crime watch groups and with our plans to expand our community oriented policing programs. 
 
Officer Paul Savini addressed the Board regarding an LCB Grant.  He provided an overview of the key components 
of the grant.  The application is for the purposes of creating anti drinking, underage drinking events to include, but 
not limited to, education, roving patrols, additional bike patrols, training, mileage and overtime.  The grant, if 
granted, will result in approximately $15,000 with 25% to be matched by the Township or roughly $3,750.00.  
Taking all things into consideration, it was determined that the actual additional out of pocket expense to the 
Township would be approximately $1,200.00 which could be taken out of one of the departments budgeted line 
item.  Chief Hirsch congratulated Officer Savini on the great job he did by getting a detailed application in with 54 
minutes to spare. 
 
Chief Hirsch provided the monthly report for February. 

 
Recreation Board: 
 

It was announced that the next regular meeting will be held Monday, March 15, 2010 at 7:00PM. 
 

Planning Commission Report: 
 

There was action to be taken on a request made by Mr. Edward Arnold, forwarded to the Board by the Planning 
Commission Chairman, to take a leave absence from the Commission.  Mr. Heister expressed that he would like to 
have a personal conversation with Mr. Arnold on the matter. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to allow Mr. Arnold’s request for a leave of absence.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed with 2 in favor and Mr. Kelly abstaining. 

 
It was announced that the regular meeting will be held March 31, 2010 at 7:00PM.  Ms. Getz noted the agenda was 
incorrect, in that the date on the agenda was March 24 and the meeting will actually be held on March 31.  She was 
also instructed to schedule a joint meeting prior to their April meeting beginning at 6:00PM. 
 

Fire Company: 
 
Since Chief Pelfrey was in attendance, he did provide his monthly call out report.  It was noted, most impressively, 
that for only one month this 100% volunteer company logged 1,313 hours of service which is significantly low 
compared to most months. 
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Manager’s Report: 
 

Ms. Getz promised to keep her comments to a minimum. 
 
Ms. Getz provided a memo to the Board concerning the partial award of a DEP grant that was applied for nearly two 
years earlier.  From a financial standpoint, the Township is not in a position to pay the portion of money required to 
make up the difference.  There was much discussion on this item.  Ms. Getz recommended contacting DEP to see if 
we could modify the grant to the degree of accepting the Key Card system for the recycling yard and relinquish the 
remainder.  
 

Mr. Heister made motion to petition DEP and request a modification for a Key Card system.  Mr. Peiffer 
seconded the motion. 

 
Discussion was called for at this time.  Mr. Kelly thought, perhaps, we should investigate the possibility of locating 
a used or smaller truck for the amount that was allocated which was roughly half of what was requested. 
 

Mr. Heister amended his motion to include Mr. Kelly’s suggestion as well.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the 
motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Ms. Getz informed the Board that the questionnaire for the 2010 federal census would be mailed between the 15th 
and the 17th of March.  She was in receipt of a newsletter which was posted on our website explaining the 
importance of the residents responding.  She made a public plea for the cooperation of our residents.  It is one vital 
component when we are applying for grants and many other things. 
 
Ms. Getz reported that the annual audit of the 2009 financial records began Monday morning at 7:00AM and is 
progressing well. 
 
Ms. Getz reported that the annual Chapter 94 reported was received and is available for anyone who would like to 
review the details. 
 
Businesses of the week were chosen as follows: 
1 – Allwein’s Plumbing and Heating 
2 – AAA Central Penn 
3 – Melnick, Moffit & Mesaros ENT 
4 – Batz’s Bookkeeping 
5 – Lacour Painting, Inc. 
6 – The Blind Spot 
 
Mr. Kelly congratulated those businesses drawn and again provided a brief explanation of what the Busienss 
Alliance is and encouraged everyone to visit the web. 
 

New Business: 
 
A request was received to release a Letter of Credit for the EXPO in the amount of $61,747.00 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to release the Letter of Credit in the full amount based on the review letter from 
Rettew.  Mr. Kelly seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
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Mr. Caldwell reviewed the Snitz Creek Park plan again with the Board.  He was seeking approval including five 
modifications that the Planning Commission had approved back in October of last year.  Those modifications were:  



1. Where the stormwater post of 5 years to 2 years is not 100% where it needed to be; 2. Whether a trip generation 
report is needed; 3. The utility reports since they were not being installed at this time; 4. A waiver of curbs and 
gutters at this time until the final review is completed; 5. The sidewalk requirement in that they recommend 
matching the Lebanon Catholic Homes walkway.  Also, Harbor Engineering did review the plan since Rettew was 
the designing engineer.  There was discussion including the DEP permitting that would eventually be required and 
who would hold that permit. 
 

Mr. Heister moved to approve the plan including the requested waivers.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  
Vote was unanimous. 

 
Mr. Heister announced that even though it was not on the agenda, he wanted to also discuss the Gloninger Park, 
specifically, that as a result of the discussion and specific points raised at the last recreation meeting, he had a 
recommendation to make in the form of a motion. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to retain the firm of Derck & Edson at a rate of $100.00 per hour, not to exceed 
the amount provided on their quote which he believed to be around $3,000.00 to review this particular park 
plan, especially where the detail of utility installations are concerned and work with Rettew and the Rec 
Committee to get it cleaned up and finalized.  Mr. Kelly seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Mr. Caldwell provided a planning report, listing items that needed to be resolved.  Mr. Heister felt it important to 
assign the Planning Commission the official map as that was a critical piece of the Township’s future development.  
He would also like to see them work on the Streetscape/Gateway project and include Route 72 and Cornwall Road. 
 

Old Business: 
 
Mr. Caldwell and Mr. Lillis presented the agreement to get Creekside Drive completed.  This has been a work in 
progress for several years.  It was Mr. Caldwell’s understanding, as conveyed by the project manager, that they 
were, in fact, leaning towards a full reclamation and intending to complete the project within one year versus the two 
previously stated.  In the event of something unforeseen, he would still like to have the two year provision remain. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to accept the agreement between Oaklea Corporation and North Cornwall 
Township for the repair of Creekside Drive.  Mr. Kelly seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Wolf Weiss, who was in attendance, thanked the Board for their action. 
 
Stacey Morgan was in attendance to request an additional extension for the Meadow Lane Farms Development.  She 
apologized to the Board, however, the various documents and agreements were taking longer to finalize than they 
were hoping.  She was requesting an extension until at least April 9. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to grant the extension as requested.  Mr. Kelly seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
Plan Briefings: 
 

BTKD – Land Development Plan – As the conditional use hearing opened prior to this meeting, Mr. Caldwell felt 
the Board was familiar with the intention of the Land Development Plan. 
 
FNB of Fredericksburg – Land Development Plan – Bob Gearhart was in attendance to present the Land 
Development Plans.  He wanted to discuss two items with the Board on a situation they were having a difficulty in 
meeting as included in the Rettew review letter.  One being the sediment trap being moved out of the right-of-way, 
which would be difficult due to existing impediments and, the other was to modify two others located on the 
property and combine them as one.  There was discussion at this time. 
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Mr. Heister made motion to accept the modification of the First National Bank of Fredericksburg Land 
Development plan to allow the stormwater quality inlet to be placed in the public right-of-way subject to 
formal agreement being provided.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Kelly.  Vote was unanimous. 



 
The final approvals should be ready for the April meeting. 
 
Although he acknowledged it was not on the agenda, Mr. Gearhart had spoken with Mr. Caldwell earlier.  He 
requested from the Board consideration of the Eight E Limited plan.  Althought it is not completely where it needs 
to be, they are certain that what is left to be done is minimal.  He assured the Board that he has all of the outside 
approvals necessary.  The plan is to be green friendly which has been demonstrated and all of the planning issues 
listed in the Rettew letter have been addressed.  There was discussion at this time. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion for conditional approval subject to executing an improvements agreement, 
posting the appropriate bonding and meeting the satisfaction of Mr. Caldwell’s and Mr. Lillis’ reviews of 
the final documents.  Mr. Kelly seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Engineer’s Report: 
 

Mr. Caldwell had two items to report on.  The first being that as a result of our collective efforts with the City and 
Greystone Crossing to get Oak Street improvements finalized, several meetings have taken place between Mr. 
Caldwell, Ms. Getz, the City and the developer to work towards a reasonable conclusion.  Mr. Martin and Stacey 
Morgan explained that since they are actively working on a different phase than the one that would apply to this 
project at the request of the Township, he is trying to obtain the funding required.  Mr. Caldwell reported that if a 
pipe modification were considered in the southern berm, it would free up enough money for the developer to 
complete the project.  There was extensive discussion as to what this modification might do.   
 

Mr. Heister made motion for the Township to continue to work with the developer to find a workable 
alternative solution to the stormwater conveyance on the south side of Oak Street.  Mr. Kelly seconded the 
motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Ms. Morgan also informed the Board that she will need to return to take a look at this project phasing schedule. 
 
The second item was the outline created for the public study committee for the master trail system project.  Mr. 
Caldwell asked that they review the list and get him any comments. 
 

Solicitor’s Report: 
 
Mr. Lillis spoke with the Board concerning settlement agreement language he was in possession of. 
 

Supervisor’s Report: 
 
-None 
 

Adjournment:   
 

Mr. Heister moved to adjourn at 11:02PM.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Robin L. Getz 
Secretary 
 
Slw 
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